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   “and this is the message….that God is light and in Him is no darkness”….I John 1:5








SERVICES


Sunday





9:00AM:


Family Bible Study


10:00AM:


Worship


5:00pm:


Worship





Wednesday


7:30PM:


Family Bible Study





We have bible classes for all ages and willing teachers.


Come, bring your bible and your children and study God's word. You will say as the Psalmist





"I was glad when they said unto me let us go into the house of Jehovah."           (Ps 122:1)
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The effectual reverent prayer of a righteous man availeth much. (Js.5: 16)








no man can despise your fatherhood. The consequences of failure are far too costly.  The quality of the human family as with the spiritual family of God is directly proportioned to the time spent with the Father. As fathers we need to be careful not to rob our family of that time.


     Be careful how you call a man "father" lest you esteem him higher than he should be.





HAPPY FATHERS DAY "FATHERS"


_____________________________


Cont. from page 1





Why does a drink of water or a trip to the bathroom (exceptions excepted) become so necessary for adults and children alike? 


2.) How can one, who is truly converted to the Lord, knowing that God is in our midst when we assemble, convince themselves that it is not important to attend every service possible. More so, convince themselves that it is ok not to come at all? 





     Consider the Hebrew writer's admonition:  "and let us consider (one another) to provoke unto love and good works; not forsaking our own assembling together, as the custom of some is, but exhorting (one another); and so much the more, as ye see the day drawing nigh." (Heb. 10: 24-25) 


 


Brethren you cannot do that at home.


                                                       JP








Be assured, however, that this is not the way God views the role of men and most specifically the role of a man as a father. "The position and authority of the father as the head of the family is expressly assumed and sanctioned in Scripture as a likeness to that of the Almighty over His creatures. It lies, of course, at the root of the patriarchal government (Gen. 3:16; 1 Cor. 11:3) that was introductory to the more definite system that followed but, did not wholly supersede it". (The New Unger's Bible Dictionary) It is a role that God has placed upon man and is one not to be taken lightly. The father in the Hebrew family had supreme rights over his family. Under the patriarchal age it was the avenue of the father through whom God dealt with man. Under the Law of Moses the role was replaced by priest and Levites but that did not diminish its importance in other matters. While God honored the role of parents in the commandments, extraordinary responsibility and authority was placed upon the father as the writers of the law expounded it. So important was this authority, that to disobey was punished by death.


     Without question the most important role of the father was to teach the Laws of God to his children. Consider the words of Moses, " Therefore shall ye lay up these my words in your heart and in your soul; and ye shall bind them for a sign upon your hand, and they shall be for frontlets between your eyes. And ye shall teach them to your children, 





endearing term for His Father, "Abba" which is Hebrew "to show kindness" coupled with the Greek "pater" which is "nourisher", "protector", "upholder" describes completely the nature of a godly father. God's fatherhood is the pattern for human fatherhood. It is one that fathers should strive heard to emulate. In the moving parable about the prodigal son, (Luke 15) Jesus gives us the perfect picture of the heart of God as our Father. 


     Much of our society has lost sight of this because of its immorality and sees a man's role as one who produces children but not much else. Becoming a father, however, does not necessarily indicate fatherhood any more than becoming a mother indicates motherhood. One is an act of the flesh; the other is a willful act of the heart. 


     The word of God is very clear in what He expects in the relationship of husbands and wives and fathers and children. It is a relationship that God established for the very existence of mankind. It is a relationship to equip men to serve and glorify God and pass that love for Him on to their prodigy. Consider these words of Paul, "Wives, be in subjection to your husbands, as is fitting in the Lord. Husbands, love your wives, and be not bitter against them. Children, obey your parents in all things, for this is well-pleasing in the Lord.  Fathers, provoke not your children, that they be not discouraged". (Col. 3:18-21) Does that sound like any of the foolishness displayed as the family unit today? It is not a comical matter with God and we as Christians need to be careful how we receive such dumbing down of the family. 


     As Paul cautioned young Timothy to live so that no one would despise his youth, fathers must live so that 


					





Godly Fathers


By Joe Phillips





	It is a sad and shameful thing that the most prevalent theme of so called comedy in our society is the bashing of men in general and fathers in specific. In the politically correct effort to show how equal and smart women have always been, the male role is portrayed as some bumbling boob that must be rescued by the wife and children of the family in every situation. This concept has permeated our society to the extent that the theme of "Father knows Best" is as foreign to the average modern family as the grammatical structure of Latin.











talking of them, when thou sittest in thy house, and when thou walkest by the way, and when thou liest down, and when thou risest up.  And thou shalt write them upon the door-posts of thy house, and upon thy gates;" (Duet. 11: 18-21). This command is embellished and reinforced in the New Covenant when Paul instructs, "Fathers, do not provoke your children to anger, but bring them up in the discipline and instruction of the Lord. (Eph. 6:4) (NASU) Beyond this, the role of the father is a multi-facetted one. "A beautiful picture of the duties and character of the ideal human father may be built up from the Old Testament, with added touches from the New Testament. He loves (Gen 37:4); commands (Gen 50:16; Prov 6:20); instructs (1:8, etc.); guides, encourages, warns (Jer 3:4; 1 Thess 2:11); trains (Hos 11:3); rebukes (Gen 34:30); restrains (Eli, by contrast, 1 Sam 3:13); punishes (Deut 21:18); chastens (Prov 3:12; Deut 8:5); nourishes (Isa 1:2); delights in his son (Prov 3:12), and in his son's wisdom (10:1); is deeply pained by his folly (17:25); he is considerate of his children's needs and requests (Matt 7:10); considerate of their burdens, or sins (Mal 3:17); pitiful (Ps 103:13) (International Standard Bible Encyclopaedia) 


In the Old Testament God was known by Jehovah or Yahweh and not as Father, but in the New Testament He is known almost exclusively as Father. This originates with our Lord when He calls God "My Father" or "The Father" or "our Father" as He taught the disciples to pray. Christ's











Four Expectations from Worship





     In his book, When God builds a Church, Bob Russell suggests there are four things we should legitimately expect from authentic worship. 


(1) A sense of God's Presence. (2) A Conviction of our Sinfulness. (3) A Joyful Reminder of 


God's Grace. (4) The Inspiration to Serve.





     While there may be other expectations, one cannot disagree with these four. Surly, we 


should expect to feel the awesome presence of God when we sing, pray and hear His word proclaimed. He is in our midst, He has said that He would be. (Matt. 18: 20)





     We should be made to feel our sinful state 


and to realize our hopeless condition without God's grace. "By grace we are saved" (Eph. 2: 8) When we eat the supper and commune with 


Christ we can feel the joy of reconciliation.  It should serve to inspire us to serve God and each other in our effort to get to Heaven.





     What perplexes me is 1.)  That we come to worship expecting to be in God's presence, made aware of our sinfulness, and reminded of God's grace, yet be so easily distracted by so many frivolous things.





Cont. on page 3








FAMILY MATTERS


_____________________________





Welcome To All


   Welcome to the service at Mountain View this Lord's day. We're glad you choose to visit our spiritual family. Whether you are traveling, visiting from the community or visit us on a regular basis, we are glad to have you.


   


   If you are looking for a "church home" or seeking to learn more about the Lord and His purpose for your life you have come to the right place. It would be our privilege to assist you in your quest to draw closer to the Lord. Please let us know how we can help.


_______________________________


Remember      	


Those who need


Our prayers





Continue to remember our regular list. Also


Bro. Buddy and Margaret Clark have asked for our prayers for their friends, Benny and Isabelle Bradsher. She received a troubling report from a recent mammogram and treatment is to continue. They are members of the church at Tiger, Ga. and live in Clayton.


Bro. Jeff and Tandie Lacquement give the following update: "we are being shown to several birthmothers every month. New possibilities are coming up every few weeks and we are being considered by four birthmothers - all babies are due in July! Continue your prayers on our behalf." 


To this end, on June 25, following the evening service we will meet for 15 or 20 minutes for a special prayer service on behalf of Jeff and Tandie and Ian. Several of the men will offer prayers, if you can stay please do so.


____________________________


The Messenger is a work of
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Joe Phillips Editor


jocar2@bellsouth.net 








MEN TO SERVE


Sunday AM Service


Opening Prayer---Michael Burke


Song Leader---Steve Huff


Lord's Supper---A. Petrochko


   Asst. 1-----Malcolm Smith


   Asst. 2-----Jim Statham


   Asst. 3-----Mark Bowman


   Asst. 4-----Jeff Lacquement


   Asst. 5-----Jason Gaston


2nd Prayer----David Brown


Read Scripture---Cecil Douthitt


Sermon-------Steve Trammel


Announcements----Rodee Bruns


Closing Prayer-----Rex Veteto


Sunday PM Service


Opening Prayer----Joey Jackson


Song Leader-------Brad Bowman


2nd Prayer------David Holmes


Read Scripture ---Jim Statham


Sermon----Steve Trammel


Lord's Supper----A. Petrochko


Announcements----Rodee Bruns


Closing Prayer-----Jack Green


Wednesday PM Service


Song leader---David Holmes


Invitation---Joey Jackson


Closing Prayer---Jason Gaston





All men assigned to assist Sunday AM please meet in the large front classroom 5 minutes prior to start of services to coordinate the schedule of services.


If you are unable to serve please call Joey Jackson  770-887-9497


_________________________





Got Questions?


Mountain View Church of Christ is an independent, nondenominational Bible believing fellowship of Christians who belong to Christ


We seek to be His disciples


If you desire to know more or have questions


Please contact one of the men of the congregation 














